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 Executive Summary 
 

The City of Seattle has been working to decrease the negative public safety impacts of chronic public 

inebriation by utilizing Alcohol Impact Areas (AIA). Some community members report a decrease in 

{ŜŀǘǘƭŜΩǎ ƭƛǾŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŎƘǊƻƴƛŎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƛƴŜōǊƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŜǾƛŘŜƴt in the parks, on the streets and in front of 

their homes and businesses. In response, the AIAs and its initiatives were adopted in 2003 and amended 

in 2006. This initiative restricted single sales of alcohol products, as well as high-alcohol, low-priced 

products in the Central Core AIA and the North AIA. 

Here are some of the highlights from the data between 2017 and 2022 in the AIAs. While it is difficult to 

quantify with pinpoint accuracy how the AIAs are improving public safety and chronic public inebriation, 

it is an important and proven tool for the City of Seattle as we mitigate the impacts of the same. 

Seattle Police Department Data Highlights: 

- In the Central Core AIA, overall, there has been a reduction in crime reports since 2017.  

- In the Central Core AIA, intoxication and liquor violation calls for this area have averaged 

7,111 calls per year since 2017.  

- In the Central Core AIA, the biggest increases in CAD calls have been for community-

generated Intoxicated Person calls which increased by 20% (+795) in 2020 from 2019 and 

then 9% (+414) from 2020 to 2021. 

- In the North AIA, there was a decrease in number of reports written for both DUI-Liquor and 

Liquor Law Violations in 2019 and 2020 but have maintained an overall average of 14 

reports per year. 

- Calls have decreased for the North AIA since 2017 but have averaged 29 calls per year. 

Seattle Fire Department Data Highlights: 

- Half of all SFD ETOH and alcohol-related patient interactions occur within the Alcohol Impact 

Areas with almost all of those occurring within the Central Core AIA. 

- Over the five-year period1, there were 11,494 alcohol related patient interactions within the 

Central Core AIA. 

- Over the five-year period1, there were 659 alcohol related patient interactions within the 

North AIA. 

 

 

 

 
1 Through August of 2022 
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 Background 
The AIA is a policy and enforcement tool specified by the Washington State Liquor and Cannabis Board 

(WSLCB) rules which local jurisdictions can use to reduce the problems related to chronic public 

inebriation in their respective communities. The goal behind this policy tool is to improve public safety, 

public health, and overall community well-being. 

As a result of Ordinance No. 121487 and 

ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ {ŜŀǘǘƭŜΩǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜΣ ǘƘŜ ²{[/. 

approved the areas designated as the 

Central Core (including Pioneer Square) 

and the North AIAs boundaries in 

November 2006. These mandatory AIAs 

restricted off-premises sales of some 34 

brands of high-alcohol content, low price 

beer and wine products. These AIA now 

restrict the sale of approximately 46 

brands of high alcohol content, low price 

beer and wine products. These AIAs also 

provide the local authority with greater 

timelines and leeway to object to a liquor 

license request within the boundaries. 

These AIAs continue to be an important 

ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ŜŦŦorts to address 

public safety issues resulting from chronic 

public inebriation. 

To evaluate the effectiveness of the AIAs, 

the WSLCB requires the City of SeattleΩǎ 

Department of Neighborhoods to produce 

an updated report about them. 

Specifically, this report provides a five-year 

progress update per of WAC 314-12-215 

section 8 starting from January 2017 

through 2022. The report used available 

data from the Seattle Police Department 

(SPD) and the Seattle Fire Department 

(SFD). 

Also included are letters of support from 

community groups residing in the AIAs, as well as law enforcement testimonials from two Seattle Police 

Officers. This data helps paint a more robust picture of the effect that the AIAs have in Seattle. 
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 Summary of Seattle Police Department (SPD) Data 
 

 

AIA Background 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǿŀǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŜŀǘǘƭŜ /ƛǘȅ !ǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ²{[/. 

Alcohol Impact Area AIA initiative. Predefined boundaries and previous data selection methodology 

were used for reporting. Based on the request and knowledge of the SPDΩǎ data and technology, the 

following methodology was used to gather alcohol-related events known to SPD. 

AIA Methodology 
Geographic Information System (GIS) software was used to recreate the original AIA boundaries 

previously identified in North, East, and West Precincts. wŜŎƻǊŘǎ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ {t5Ωǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ wŜŎƻǊŘǎ 

Management System (RMS) and Computer-Aided Dispatch (CAD) that contained a liquor/intoxication 

classification based on date of occurrence for the event location were extracted and mapped using x-y 

coordinates. 

Data for the complete years (January 1-December 31) of 2017-2021 was extracted and broken out by 

incident report (RMS) and call type (CAD). Each component of the AIA report (tables and graphs) 

displays descriptive statistics summed for each year by data source (RMS & CAD), incident/call type.  

AIA Report Caveat 
Previous SPD AIA reports were derived by rotating staff positions and included crime and call types that 

either directly (adult liquor violations) or indirectly (park exclusions and trespass) implied an alcohol or 

liquor component; similar criteria were used to identify the AIA geographic boundaries. This report 

provides ONLY those general offense reports and call types that were explicitly classified as alcohol, 

liquor, or intoxication. While the other offense and call types may be a proxy for alcohol-related crime 

and disorder, there is no way to conclude that alcohol was involved through the previous methodology. 

Other crime and call types may be used to gauge overall trend activity and correlations in the AIA. As of 

5/6/2019, SPD offense reporting procedures changed. Offenses now include RCWs and SMCs which are 

filtered within the NIBRS1 crime categories below to include any applicable offenses. 
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Seattle Police Officer Testimonials 
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